Role of complement in antiphospholipid antibody-mediated thrombosis.
The mechanisms by which an antibody that reacts with phospholipids (universal components of mammalian membranes) causes thrombosis are not immediately obvious. The development of an animal model of antiphospholipid antibody syndrome has moved the field forward in dissecting the pathogenesis of antiphospholipid antibody syndrome and has implicated the complement system in the mechanism of disease. Understanding complement's role in promoting thrombosis will be important in designing safer, more effective approaches to the treatment of patients with antiphospholipid antibodies, and may shed light on which patients are at greatest risk for thrombosis, perhaps permitting primary prophylaxis before irreversible tissue and organ damage occur.